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Canada’s Anti-Spam Legislation 
Ramping Up

As noted in our April 2011 Blakes Bulletin on this 
subject, Canada's Anti-Spam legislation will have a 
significant impact on the electronic communications 
practices of all businesses in Canada. Compliance 
with the legislation will not be as simple as adopting 
strategies used in other countries, given the 
requirements of Canadian law such as the need for 
opt-in (not opt-out) consent and the legislation’s broad 
scope of application. 

We understand that the federal government’s intention 
is to proceed quickly with the necessary steps to 
complete the introduction of this important and far-
reaching legislation by year's end. In particular, we 
understand the timetable could be as early as: 

Publication of draft regulations		 Early June

Completion of Public Comment  
Period on draft Regulations		  End of July

Publication of Final Regulations	 September

Proclamation of Bill C-28 into law	 December

The recent appointment of Christian Paradis as the new 
Minister of Industry may result in some slippage in the 
implementation plan for this legislation. 

Once the draft regulations are published, Blakes will 
be distributing updates designed to help our clients 
adjust their business practices to achieve and maintain 
compliance with the requirements of this new law. 
Once the regulations have been finalized, Blakes is also 
planning to conduct seminars across the country where 
you can meet face-to-face with experts on the various 
topics covered by the legislation and discuss how your 
organization can prepare for the extensive changes 
to the manner in which electronic messages can be 
communicated in the future.

For further information, please contact:

Montréal	 Marie-Hélène Constantin	 514-982-4031

	 Sunny Handa	 514-982-4008

	 Tricia Kuhl	 514-982-5020

Ottawa	 Gary Jessop	 613-788-2224

	 David Kidd	 613-788-2203

Toronto	 Richard Corley	 416-863-2183

	 Christine Ing	 416-863-2667

	 Rob Kwinter	 416-863-3283

	 Elizabeth McNaughton	 416-863-2556

	 Wendy Mee	 416-863-3161 

	 Laura Weinrib	 416-863-2765

Calgary	 Monica Sharma	 403-260-9782

Vancouver	 Francis Chang	 604-631-3332

	 Dean Murray	 604-631-3367

or any member of our Business, Communications, 
Competition, Antitrust & Foreign Investment, 
Information Technology or Marketing & Advertising 
Groups.
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